
The Will Sarosdy Swim for Life Fund  
2009 Grant Guidelines 

 
Introduction: The Will Sarosdy Swim for Life Fund was established in 2007 to honor the life of 
Will Sarosdy and to advance his belief that swimming could help improve all aspects of a 
person’s life. Will, himself, lived and breathed all things swimming.  As a competitor he 
flourished in high school where his accomplishments earned him a place on The University of 
Texas at Austin Men’s Swimming and Diving Team.  At Texas Will fulfilled a childhood dream by 
training under the auspices of United States Olympic Swim Coach Eddie Reese and alongside 
current, former, and future U.S. Olympians.  Will reached the pinnacle of United States 
competition when he competed in the 2004 U.S. Olympic Team Trials in the Men’s 100 meter 
Backstroke.  
 
Upon Will’s retirement from competitive swimming he became a coach, and began teaching the 
principles that he learned from swimming, which he strongly believed could encourage 
individuals to better themselves.  Will recognized that swimming is more than competition; it is 
about developing life-long friendships and core values including discipline, integrity and self-
respect.  It is about helping others to learn and improve.  It is about being the best one can be 
and bringing out the best in others.  As aware as Will was about the positive impact swimming 
had on his life, he was also acutely aware that the same opportunity was not available to 
everyone.  Will wanted to help provide swimming opportunities to disadvantaged communities 
in the hope that the youth of these communities would benefit from swimming in the same way 
he had.  It is our hope that the Will Sarosdy Swim for Life Fund will further his goal and can 
stand as a fitting tribute to a swimmer, coach, teammate, friend, brother and son who 
recognized what the sport of swimming has to offer an individual and a community. 
 
Purpose: To provide charitable donations to qualifying organizations involved in the sport of 
swimming, focusing on programs that help and encourage underprivileged youth to participate 
in the sport of swimming. 
 
Previous Grant Recipients 
2008: S.W.I.M. Swim With Inspiration and Motivation      
 Austin, Texas  
 www.swimaustin.org   

Eligibility: Organizations must hold 501(c)(3) non-profit status and demonstrate a 
commitment to youth participation in the sport of swimming.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Proposal Format: Applicants should submit proposals containing the following information to 
The Will Sarosdy Swim for Life Fund Donor Advisory Committee: 
 

1. Organization Name 
2. Organization Mission Statement  
3. Program Description and Objectives: Describe the specific program the funding would 

support.  List at least three goals of the program. 
4. Population:  Identify the population the program would serve.  Include demographic 

data: gender distribution, ages, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status. 
5. Approach:  Describe program plan.  Include specific activities and time commitment.  
6. History:  Include description and outcome information of the history the program if 

applicable.  May also include pictures or stories from the program’s history.   
7. Budget: Identify the amount of funding requested (up to $1500) 

 
You must include a copy of your 501(c)(3) exemption status.   
 
Proposals not to exceed five pages.   
 
Electronic submission preferred.   
Please submit proposal as an email attachment to:  swimforlifefund@gmail.com  
 
If you are unable to submit electronically, please submit to: 
The Will Sarosdy Swim for Life Fund Advisory Committee 
c/o Austin Community Foundation 
P.O. Box 5159  
Austin, TX 78763 
 
Deadlines: None. Proposals will be reviewed as they are submitted.  Applicants will be notified 
within 3 months from the date of proposal submission whether or not funding will be awarded.  
 
 


