
On Saturday, December 31, 2005,
Austinites came together in celebration
embracing New Year’s Eve in an entirely
new way.

Over 100,000 people came to 
downtown Austin, eager, open-minded,
and wide-eyed to take part in a culturally

and artistically
diverse array of
the performing
and visual 
arts set within
the urban 
framework of
our downtown
streets, plazas

and parkland.  From 2 pm to midnight,
at over 25 different indoor and outdoor

locations, punctuated by a Grand
Procession
down Congress
Avenue, 
celebrants
watched, 
listened, danced,
sang, drummed,
processed, drew,
and more from

9th and Congress to Auditorium Shores.
Over 80 artists and arts groups presented
work, much of it originally commissioned,
site and time specific for the inaugural
New Year’s Eve Celebration known as
First Night Austin 2006.

First Night Austin came into
being in the late fall of 2004.
Anne Elizabeth Wynn,
President, and Ann Graham,
Executive Director, teamed up
to create a framework for the
celebration with the generous
support of the City of Austin
and the Downtown Austin
Alliance.  They then turned
to the Austin Community

Foundation to serve as an
“umbrella organization” 
providing non-profit status 
and organizational wisdom as

they awaited their own federal 501c(3)
status from the IRS.  Additional generous
support from corporate sponsors, from
Samsung Austin Semiconductor as 
presenting sponsor, to the Austin
American-Statesman, Time Warner Cable,
Wells Fargo, Freescale Semiconductor, 
H-E-B, Target, and Altria, along with 
generous pro-bono support from 
VOXGROUP, go9media, T. Stacy 
& Associates, TateAustin and
Capital Metro made this 
inaugural event a reality.

First Night Austin was based on
the concept of a public celebration of
the arts on New Year’s Eve dreamed
up by civicly minded artists in Boston
in 1976.  Their vision for how to unite
a community through creative
expression and participation is
now shared in over 120 cities and
towns across the United States,
Canada, New Zealand and
England.  First Night Austin 
commissions and pays artists to 
develop works that challenge, delight,
reflect and provide opportunities for the
public to engage in common creativity.
First Night invites everyone to play a role
in this celebration as we look forward to
building upon the resounding success of
their first year.

NEWS
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FIRST NIGHT AUSTIN

For more information 
on First Night Austin visit
www.firstnightaustin.org 
or call 512.476.5577

Sharir + Bustamante Danceworks”Court Dance” Photo by Amitava Sarkar

Totally Cool/Totally Art “Global Resolution”
Photo by Dale Rempert
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Light” Photo by Brian Birzer



SYLVIA ACEVEDO
Sylvia Acevedo, a Stanford engineer turned CEO,

has unleashed innovation with her current company
CommuniCard™ LLC, where she is President and
CEO.  Now heading up her third company, Sylvia’s
ability to solve a workflow problem led to the 
creation of this entirely new communication system
that builds speed and immediate results into 
cross-cultural communication.

Practical and immediate applications for
CommuniCard’s innovative solutions have 
expanded into Healthcare, Law Enforcement,
Building and Risk Management. As a visionary and
advisor to organizations who are open to innovative
solutions in untapped and underserved markets,
Acevedo has a long-standing record for unleashing
innovation. She has received national, state and
local recognition for her innovative and practical
business solutions.

• “Business Woman of the Year” 2004,
US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

• “Small Business of the Year” 2005,
Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

• “Creative Business of the Year” 2005, 
BiG Austin

• “Texas Hispanic Business of the Year” 2005,
Aguila Foundation

• “Mujer del Año 2005” (Woman of the Year,)
Rumbo of Austin

Before starting her most recent business, Sylvia
had a track record of success in creating high
growth in both domestic and international markets
for IBM, Dell, Apple and Autodesk. Her engineering
degrees are from Stanford University (Master’s) 
and New Mexico State (Bachelor’s) where she 
graduated with Honors and served on the Board of
Regents. Sylvia resides in Austin, TX where she sits
on several non-profit boards and civic committees 

ROSIE MENDOZA, CPA
Rosie Mendoza is a graduate of the University of

Texas at Austin and received a Bachelors degree in
Business Administration in Accounting.  She is the
managing shareholder for R. Mendoza & Company,
P.C.  Mendoza’s expertise is in financial and
governmental accounting.  She is  a Certified Public

Accountant in Texas and has over six years of
experience as a comptroller of a major nonprofit

entity and over fifteen years of public accounting
experience, including experience with the national
accounting firm of KPMG.  In 21 years of service,
Mendoza has provided audit and consulting services
to a wide variety of clients including non-profit
organizations, governmental entities and other 
commercial entities.

Mendoza’s clientele has included companies such
as the Austin Independent School District, Austin
Community College District, Austin Travis County
Mental Health, Mental Retardation Center, Austin
Community College Foundation, Austin Area Urban
League, Inc., City of Austin, Capital Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs, New Milestones
Foundation, YWCA of Austin, Austin DMO and the
Austin Public Library Foundation.  She is a member
of the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants, Texas Society of CPA's, and the 
Austin Charter of Texas Society of Certified 
Public Accountants.

Mendoza currently serves on the Board of
Managers for the Travis County Hospital District
and the Chairperson of the Board of Directors of
the Greater Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.
She has been recognized by the League of United
Latin American Citizens as one of 15 outstanding
Hispanic women in Austin for community
participation and involvement, received the

Community Service Award for Civic and
Community Involvement by the Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce, received the Girls Scouts – Lone Star
Council 2005 Women of Distinction Award and
received the Capital Area Democratic Women’s 2005
Celebration of Champions Award.

Mendoza has been involved with the following
organizations: Travis County Hospital District,
Greater Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
Austin Travis County MHMR, Mexican American
Cultural Center Advisory Board (City appointment),
United Way Capital Area, Austin Museum of Art,
Any Baby Can, Junior League of Austin, YWCA,
Fiesta de Independencia Foundation, Center for
Battered Women, Hispanic Women’s Network of
Texas, Leadership Texas.

Mendoza enjoys spending time with her family
along with scrapbooking and gardening.

THE FOUNDATION IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 2006 OFFICERS:

Sylvia Acevedo

Rosie Mendoza, CPA

Marc Seriff

Max Sherman

S. Stephen Saunders, President Patty Huffines, President-Elect Milo Burdette, Vice President
Christopher Kennedy, Treasurer Jo Lynn Free, Secretary

THE FOUNDATION IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS NEW BOARD MEMBERS:



In memory of the 1st Grade Class in 1929 -
Marble Falls
Vernon and Ruth Farmer

Mary Alexander
Frank and Tish Hall

Ruth Heffington Allen
Madolyn Frasier

Samuel Altfield
Marilyn Heasley

Helen May Arend
Jackie and Bill Milstead

Trey Arens
Bettye and Bill Nowlin

Tobin Armstrong
Ann and Roy Butler

Susie Baird
Josh and Jennifer Baird

Guy Baird
David and Jerry Baird

Susie Baird for Christmas
and her birthday in January
Billie J. Hohmann

Robert J. Barnhart
Margaret and Bob Kelly

Tim Beatty
Marilyn Heasley

Dorothy Beck
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Covert

Frances Benson
Mary and Joseph Abell
Ann and Roy Butler
Frank and Tish Hall
Nancy and Kerry Merritt

Alta Bigby
RRISD Librarians

Tom Blackwell
Ann and Roy Butler

Joe Bowles
Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Wallace

Justin Brady
James Houdek

Roy Dee Bridges
Janis Giesecke

Billie Briere
Michele Janowski

Ruth Brown
Jerry Brown

Zora Mae Bryant
Andy White

Glenn Capps, MD
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Abell, Jr.

Roy Cates
Drs. Georgia F. and 
Carey Legett, Jr.

Roy Cates
Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Wallace

Alice Cauthorn
Nelda and Tom Francis
Carol C. Nelson 

Scotty Caven
Robert and Virginia Dupuy

Bill Clark
Ann and Roy Butler

Inez Cooper
Dick and Eleanor Chote

Allie Edward Cornwell
Dr. and Mrs. M. James Moritz

Jerome Corona
Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Wallace

In memory of  Norma Jean Lovell Cowan
Dr. Karen and Alex Pope III

Roberta Crenshaw
Curtis and Sylvia Johnson

Amiee Melissa Davis
David M. Davis
Tamara and Martin Field
Jon and Beverly Luce

Maxine Robertson Dean
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Roche

Virginia Dinan
Margaret and Bob Kelly

Dorothy Doss
Nancy and Kerry Merritt

Stacy Swan Duffy
Susan D. Cusenbary

Neva Floyd
Joe and Trish Walker

Ruby Rhae Fowler
Amy Allen

Michael Frary
Dr. and Mr. Joseph Abell, JR.
Ann and Roy Butler
John C. Foshee
Mr. & Mrs. G. Felder Thornhill

Sabino Garcia
Billie J. Hohmann

Elma Bourgeois Gonsoulin
Carol C. Nelson and family

Ben Wayne Greig, Jr.
Ann and Roy Butler

Danna Hale
Marian Bailey
Madeline and Gerry Barnes/Lowe
Matthew Benson
Nancy and Randall J. Charbeneau
France & Alice Davis
Marion W. DeFord
Mr. & Mrs. Louis E Demoll, Jr
Paul Denton
Adam Garza
Nancy Jacobson
Chris Jones

THE FOLLOWING MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS WERE 
MADE BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 2005 AND JANUARY 2006:

Memorials
MARC SERIFF

Marc Seriff is a native Austinite.  He earned a BA from the University
of Texas at Austin and an MS in Computer Science from MIT.  Seriff was
one of the first dozen people at Telenet Communications, a pioneering
company in the data communications industry.  In 1985 he became the
founding CTO of America Online.  In 1996, he retired from AOL and, with
his wife Carolyn, returned to Central Texas. 

In the recent past, Seriff was actively involved in the creation of the
Dell Jewish Community Center and served as a Trustee for the Long
Center.  He also served as the Board President of Austin Musical Theatre. 

Seriff is active with the University of Texas at Austin, serving on the
Commission of 125 and advisory councils for the College of Natural
Sciences, Department of Computer Science and Longhorn Foundation.
He is a co-founder and trustee of The Seriff Foundation, a management
service organization for non-profits in the Highland Lakes.  Seriff also
serves on the board of the Highland Lakes Health Partnership, the Family
Services Center and the Highland Lakes Legacy Fund.

MAX SHERMAN
Max Sherman has policy interests in practical politics, state 

government, policy development, and ethics in public affairs.  He is 
Chair Emeritus in State and Local Government at the LBJ School 
(nonteaching).

Sherman was Dean of the LBJ School from July 1983 until September
1997. Prior to his appointment at the LBJ School, he was Special
Counsel to the Governor of Texas. From 1971 to 1977 Sherman served in
the Texas Senate, leaving in 1977 to become President of West Texas
State University. He has a J.D. degree from The University of Texas at
Austin and a B.A. in history from Baylor University.

Over the years, Sherman has held numerous national and state
appointments to boards and committees studying such topics as higher
education (management effectiveness and financing), intergovernmental
relations, mental health and mental retardation, hazardous waste 
management, infrastructure needs and financing, and energy and 
conservation. Some of these boards and committees are: National
Academy of Public Administration, Center for Public Policy Priorities,
Leadership Austin, Austin Area Research Organization (AARO), Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and Humanities Texas.

Sherman has held leadership positions as: Vice President of the Harry
S. Truman Scholarship Foundation (2004 to present); President of the
National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration
(1988-89); President of AARO (1998); National Committee on
Innovations in State and Local Government for the Ford Foundation
(1985-98); Commissioner with the Government Ethics Center of the
Josephson Institute of Ethics (1989-1998); Chair of the Texas Board of
Human Services (1994-1999); Founding President of the Foundation for
Insurance Regulatory Studies in Texas (1991-present).

Sherman has been honored with awards for the following: Price
Daniel Public Service Award (2005)--Baylor University; Public
Administration Educator of the Year (2004)--Centex Chapter of the
American Society for Public Administration; Texan of the Year (1999) –
Texas Legislative Conference; Austinite of the Year (1997) – Greater
Austin Chamber of Commerce; Distinguished Alumnus (1992) – Baylor
University.

During his tenure as State Senator, Sherman was recognized by 
Texas Monthly in 1973, 1975, and 1977 as one of the ten best legislators;
the magazine cited his integrity, intelligence, and "genuine sense of 
public service."



Memorials

The Celebration of 
Giving will be held 
Friday April 21, 2006.
Check your mail box 
or our website  for 
further details at . . .

www.AustinCommunity
Foundation.org

Jo Ann Jordan
Philip Kent
Vera Massaro
Maxwell, Locke, & Ritter, P.C.
Sue Brandt McBee
Samuel McCulloch
Kathleen Monahan
Bob and Liz Newell
Debbie Oliver
Louise and Frank Owens
John Riola
The Rychlik Family
Save Barton Creek Association
Martha Seng
South Shore Harbour Development
Patricia Spurr
Jon St. Clair
Travis Audubon Society, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Webster
Nancy P. Wilson
Reed Wilson

Nan Gilbert Hall
Patricia M. Crain

Howard Hayden
Margaret and Bob Kelly

Agnes Hefner 
Madolyn Frasier
Janis Giesecke

David Hudson Hertel, Sr.
Dennis and Sally Harner

Teddy Holt
Billie J. Hohmann

Wilmot R. Horton
John and Dolly Barclay
Nancy and Kerry Merritt
Ras Redwine

Hank Howard
Robert Baird

Emile Jamail
Mary and Will Pitts

R. Gerald Johnson
Carol C. Nelson and family

David Knaggs
Bart and Barbara Knaggs

Kathy Knickerbocker
Verne Knickerbocker

Lois Ford LaBauve
Mary Brown Greenwood

Mandy Lewis
Richard and Gay Bergman
Madolyn Frasier

Bob Lindsay
Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Wallace

Michael Looney
Benjamin F. Looney

Matt G. Martinez
Ken Hatten

W.E. (Slick) Matthews
Margaret C. Berry
Debby and John Burns

Winton E. Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Frank M. Covert, III

Tom Maxwell Sr.
Toni Maxwell

Frank W. McBee Jr.
David and Jerry Baird

L.F. McDonald
Madeline Migura

George K. Meriwether, III
William J. Hudspeth, Jr.
Drs. Georgia F. and Carey Legett, Jr.
Judge Lee Yeakel

Cecil Middleton
Margaret and Bob Kelly

Robert L. Miller
Lucy W. Hanks
Jackie and Bill Milstead

Dan Moody
Alison and Sam Kimberlin

Doyle Moore
Patricia M. Crain

Tom E. Nelson, Jr.
Mary and Will Pitts
Ernest and Evelyn Simon

Brian Newberry
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Griffith
Carol C. Nelson
Dr. Karen and Alex Pope III

Carolyn Osdyke
Michael and Susan Mahoney

Jack Pagan
Ann and Roy Butler

Dr. Francis Marion Pearce Jr.
Ras Redwine

Ian Phillips
Susan R. Finkelstein
Deborah & Robert Fitzsimmons

Coach Wade Pittsford
Eddie and Rae Barho
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. Pittsford

Dr. Morris Polsky
Ann and Roy Butler

Scott Porter
Scott's cousins
Margaret and Thomas Owens

Raymond J. Powell
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Abell, Jr.

Essie Poynor
Billie J. Hohmann

W.J. (Jay) Poynor
Billie J. Hohmann

Margaret Louise Rector
Umlauf Sculpture 
Garden Volunteers
Laura Wells

Perry Rose
Patricia M. Crain
Perry Rose
Allen Hocker
Jane Mack
Dr. and Mrs. Elwyn Speir

Jim Ryden
Jim and Mildred Casparis
George Sawyer
Carol and Samuel Barclay

LaNell Schorschmidt
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Acton

Hugo Schweers
Dr. Karen and Alex Pope III

Blynn Edgar Scott
Marilyn Heasley

Wallace H. Scott, Jr.
Mary and Will Pitts

David G. Serrato, Jr.
Paula and Chris Lange

Celia E. Sheppard
Lisa M. Sheppard

Anne Steinwand
Michael and Susan Mahoney

Edna Suchan
Jeffrey Coddington

Anna Mary Summerville
Sandra Nichols

Justin Theunissen
Sara Cook

Robert Tinstman
Ann and Roy Butler
Anne Knolle McCulloch
Jackie and Bill Milstead
Marion and George More
Mrs. D.Y. Nichols
Dorothy and Whitney Rowland

Dorothy Cowden Van Court
Mollie and Dean Davis

Jack White
Margaret and Bob Kelly

Bryson L. Whitlock
Joe Werner, Eagle 
Transmission Service
Michele M. Griffin
Ann and Alan Herbert
Bill, Vickie, Anthony and 
Lindsey Johnson
Valerie and John McCarty
Taylor Paul with PlainsCapital Bank
Ramona G. Plard
Janet and Bruce Romine
Michael L. Sledge
Bob and Shirley Steer
Patricia G. Tufer

Kenneth Whittington
Margaret and Bob Kelly

Judge Will R. Wilson Sr.
Mary and Joseph Abell
John C. Foshee
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Griffith

Walter F. Woodul, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Frank M. Covert, III

Bill Youngblood
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Beaver
Jeanie Youngblood

Daniel Martin Ziegler, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. DeMoll, Jr.

Theodore Johann Zimmerman
Robert Baird
Billie J. Hohmann



The Austin Community
Foundation staff would
be delighted to assist 
you with your gift!

You can reach us 
at 512.472.4483

Heather Boisseau, Happy Anniversary
Charles Boisseau

Congratulations Jody Buffalo
Jessica DiPietro

In honor of Dr. Dorothy Burlage
Susan P. Dawson

In honor of Toody Byrd
Beverly and Kevin Holcomb

In celebration of Christmas 
Patti and Niles Hansen

In honor of The Rev. Charles J. Cook,
Episcopal Theological Seminary of 
the Southwest
Caroline Jones

In Honor of Friendship, David Davis
Jeff Jury

In honor of The Rev. G. David Fikes, 
The Episcopal Church of Good Shepherd
Caroline Jones

In honor of the clients of Flieller, 
Kruger & Skelton, LLP
Flieller, Kruger & Skelton, LLP

In honor of the marriage of 
Dana Friis-Hansen and Mark Holzbach
Gail Susholtz

In honor of Lisa Giron
John and Cathy Doty

In honor of Friendship with 
Liesel Grobbelaar
Daisy Tung

In celebration of Danna Hope Hale
Bryan, Briana and Josef hale

In honor of Clarke Heidrick, Graves,
Dougherty, Hearon & Moody
Caroline Jones

In honor of Kelcie Hibbs
Jeff and Veronica Kaitcer

In honor of Lynn and Henry Hulan
Charles M. Woodruff, Jr. and 
Patricia M. Speer

In Celebration of Christmas for Doug,
Sallie, Emily and Sam Keeng
Charlie, Marge, McKinnon, 
and Camp Morton

In honor of Jeff Kepple, M.D.
Robert Fulmer, M.D. and Pat
Seidenberg-Fulmer

In Celebration of loved ones
Amy and Trevor Allen

In honor of Dr. Tom McHorse
Dr. Karen and Alex Pope III

Henry McManus
The Norweb Foundation

In honor of Phil Mockford
Diane H. Finch

In honor of The Rev. Rhoda S.
Montgomery, The Episcopal 
Church of Good Shepherd
Caroline Jones

Dr. Bali Netaji
Carol Beglau

In honor of Joe and Beth Parker
Van and Jean Ragsdale

In honor of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Parker and Family
John and Alma Lois Uxer

In honor of the Southwest Regional 
Cancer Center Physicians
Peter H. Hager

In honor of MariBen Ramsey
Rita and Matthew Kreisle III

In honor of Harriet Rutland's 
80th birthday
Peggy Phillips

In honor of The Rev. Lynn Sanders, 
The Episcopal Church of Good Shepherd
Caroline Jones

In honor of the birth of 
Roman Wynne Sarkisian
Shannon Wynne

In honor of Elizabeth Schneirov
Allan and Miriam Schneirov

In honor of Jerry Strickland
Stephen Kubenka

In honor of the Southwest Regional 
Cancer Center Doctors
Jack and Cathy Brown
Patricia and Richard Thomas

In honor of Peter Taylor, M.D.
Robert Fulmer, M.D. and 
Pat Seidenberg-Fulmer

In Celebration of the Umlauf Sculpture
Garden's 15th Birthday
Chris and Alice Gunter

In honor of Nancy Wade,
The Episcopal Church of Good Shepherd
Caroline Jones

In honor of Nancy Wallace
Don and Gail Clowe

In honor of W.H. Woodruff and 
Nancy David
Charles M. Woodruff, Jr. and 
Patricia M. Speer

In honor of Abe Louise Young
Stephanie Barko

THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE BETWEEN SEPTEMBER
2005 AND JANUARY 2006 IN HONOR OF THE FOLLOWING:

MARLIN AND HELEN BOWNDS 
Marlin and Helen Bownds met as Plan II freshman at UT in 1935 and married upon

graduation in 1939.  They spent most of their lives in Austin where they lived in the
same house for over 50 years, until their move into Westminister Manor in 2000.

In December of 1996, Marlin and Helen Bownds established the Marlin and Helen
Bownds Donor Advised Fund of the Austin Community Foundation.   Throughout
the years, Marlin and Helen Bownds made recommendations for distributions out 
of the fund and with the approval of the Austin Community Foundation Board of
Governors, 165 grants were dispersed totaling more than $68,000 in their lifetime.

Marlin Bownds died on February 23, 2003 at age 85.  He was preceeded in death
by his wife of 63 years on July 2, 2002.  The Bownds requested that upon their
deaths, the donor advised fund become an unrestricted fund for the Austin
Community Foundation to respond to grant requests.  Because of the generosity and
forward thinking of the Bownds, the Austin Community Foundation has additional
resources to respond to the needs in our community.  The Bownds’ generosity will
live forever.

Honorariums
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Return Service Requested

Make a donation

through the

Randall’s Good

Neighbor Program

by linking your

Remarkable card

to #285, the

Austin Community

Foundation

We are the heart
of philanthropy in
Central Texas

Your donation will be secure with us. Almost any asset can be contributed to support the 
work of the Foundation. Our staff and Board of Governors are dedicated to making a difference
in our community.  

With over 28 years of experience, assets of more than $75 million, and deep roots in our
community, we are the heart of philanthropy in Central Texas. We know local issues, we know

local leaders, and we know how to bring different segments of our community together to 
better our community. 

To make your donation visit our web site www.austincommunityfoundation.org or mail in
your contribution to P.O. Box 5159, Austin, Texas, 78763.  If you have questions or would like to
discuss a donation, you may reach us by calling the ACF office at 512.472.4483. 

The Austin Community Foundation staff  would be delighted to assist you with your gift!

MAKE A DONATION TO THE ACF


